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some extent the country beyond, which lay between the Tyras
(Dneister) and the Tanais (Don). His position was further
strengthened by his alliance with Tigranes, the powerful king of
Armenia, to whom he had given his daughter Cleopatra in marriage.
Already on two former occasions he had engaged in war with the
Romans, with whose allies in Asia Minor he was continually
interfering ; but the cause of this final struggle with them was the
bequest of Nicomedes III, king of Bithynia, who on his death in
74 B.C. left his dominions by will to the Roman people. This
arrangement, and the subsequent reduction of Bithynia to the
form of a Roman province, was resisted by Mithridates, and upon
this, war broke out afresh between the two powers, and on a great
scale. On the two first of the campaigns which followed we have
no need to dwell, because they were carried on in well-known
districts of Asia Minor ; the interest of the war from a geographical
point of view commences after the defeat of Mithridates at Cabeira
by Lucullus, who was in command of the Romans, in 72 B.C., when
, that monarch was forced to abandon his kingdom,
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and to take refuge with Tigranes in Armenia.   That

rmenia           country, accordingly, which had remained almost
unvisited since the days when it was traversed by Xenophon and
the Ten Thousand, became for a time the seat of war; and though
the writers from whom our knowledge of the events which took
place there is derived, Appian and Plutarch, pay little attention
to the topography, we cannot doubt that the ancients at that time
obtained a clearer idea of many of its remarkable features1. ;This
was the first occasion on which the Romans had passed through
the Anti-Taurus and entered the wild uplands in which the sources
of the Tigris and Euphrates are found, and there they had some
experience of the severity of the climate, from which Xenophon
and his soldiers previously suffered.   Then, too, for the first time,
they crossed the Taurus, where it separates that
Mesopotamia.    knd from Mesopotamia, and descended towards
the lower courses of the two great rivers, which
were destined at a later period to be the scene of numerous
encounters between them and the Parthians.   Lucullus advanced
through the province of Sophene, which occupies the wide bend
1 For a description of these vide $ufra> p. 113.